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Introducing Fr Richard Murray SCP 

Intentional Interim Priest 

+ 

Initially appointed as the Locum Priest 

during Father Roger’s leave, the Wardens 

are pleased to announce that Fr Richard 

has accepted the role of Intentional 

Interim Locum Priest. During this time, the 

Incumbency Committee will seek a priest 

and pastor to succeed Father Roger after 

his very significant ministry stretching over 38 years. 

Like Fr Roger, Fr Richard is also a secondary teacher by training 

and experience. He worked in Western suburbs schools before 

training at Trinity College Melbourne.  

Ordained 10 years ago, Richard served as assistant curate at St 

Mary’s North Melbourne before becoming Chaplain of Overnewton 

Anglican Community College for six years after which he moved 

into tertiary chaplaincy.  He serves at RMIT University, where he is 

the Senior Chaplain.   

Richard is a member of the Society of Catholic Priests which is a 

society of men and women serving as Priests throughout the 

Anglican Communion and promoting the formation and support of 

priestly spirituality and Catholic evangelism.  

Elizabeth, one of Richard’s daughters is presently in training for 

ministry of which he is justly proud. Family life is central for 

Richard and his wife, Gayleen.  Richard is also a music lover and  

(and plays the trombone) and has particular affection for the 

family’s two beagles so he will be at home with our ministry to the 

many animal lovers who come to the Blessing of Animals at St 

Francis’ tide and those who gather at the crib with their 

companion animals on Christmas morning at St James the Great. 

Father Roger has said that the congregation is blessed to have the 

ministry of an interim priest who both understands and appreciates 

the catholic life of this unique parish church.  

Unsurprisingly the Wardens and the congregation look forward to 

their on-going work together with Father Richard and welcome him 

in his role as our interim intentional priest and pastor. 
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My Dear Friends, 

100th Patronal Festival last July  We were delighted that the Dean 

of Melbourne, the Very Reverend Dr Andreas Loewe was our special 
guest and preacher, calling to mind that 100 years ago in the present 
building, the then Dean of Melbourne the Very Reverend Charles 
Godby was the Preacher. This Festival occasion marked the end of our 
year of celebrations of the first 100 years of this parish - and what a 
year it has been. 
 

The very next day I departed for the UK to be in time to preside at the 
marriage of my great nephew and godson Andrew Kelly to Sarah Jayne 
Le Page at St Martin’s Church in Guernsey. This meant of course that I 
was actually not here on the day that my incumbency officially ended. 
Strangely, because of the vicissitudes of travel arrangements, it was in 
in Glasgow where I was born that I awoke on the day of my birthday. 
Life is indeed strange.  
 

Thank you Father Richard  I very much appreciate Father Richard’s 
ministry during this time of transition for me and for all associated 
with St James’. On page two of this edition of The Pilgrim there is an 
article introducing Richard that tells us something of the priest and 
person that he is. I urge you to support him and to support one another 
during this time of change.  

 

Vale Faithful Friends  Former St James’ Warden, Jack Bolt 
telephoned to tell me of his wife, Kath’s sudden death which must 

have occurred as I flew home to Melbourne. I paid tribute to her at 
Mass, calling to mind the loving service of both Kath and Jack over 
several years here at St James’. Then, two days after my return home, 
our friend Johan de Jonge died in the early hours of Saturday morning 
the 12th of September. There was a Vigil, together with Rosary on 
Thursday the 17th of September, with over 40 members of the 
Indonesian community and other friends of Johan. The next day the 
church was full for his Requiem. May these dear friends of our St 
James’ family rest in God’s peace.  
 

Final Important Occasions marking the end of an era at St James the 
Great are advertised elsewhere in this edition of The Pilgrim.  In the 
meantime, I can still be contacted at the Vicarage and in particular on 
my mobile - 0438 450 001. My new address will be - 
1/37 Victoria Street, Sandringham 3191. 
 

Prayers and blessings,            Roger OGS   

 

 + + + 

From Father Roger OGS 
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Fr Roger with Bishop Paul White 

Fr Roger with churchwarden 

Alfonso Duran 

The elevation at High Mass 
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ST JAMES’ OCTOBER-

DECEMBER DIARY 

  

Sunday November 29   

Parochial Annual General Meeting 

of St James the Great 
 

 
 

Father Roger’s Farewell 
Sunday December 13  

ADVENT III   

(Feedback re: the proposed date - please!) 
 

5.00 p.m. Mass of Thanksgiving  

Drinks & Canapes   

 
Friday December 4         

Blessed Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon 

Patron of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd 

7.00 p.m.  Solemn High Mass 

Preacher: Bishop Lindsay Urwin OGS 

Followed by a Supper Reception 

Bishop Lindsay Urwin OGS 

Brother  Roger OGS with 

Brother Trevor OGS 

Procession of the Blessed 

Sacrament 

 Port Phillip Deanery Evensong 

& Deanery Farewell to Fr Roger  

Area Dean 2003 - 2015  

 At St James the Great  
 

On the Feast of St Luke the Evangelist 

Sunday October 18, 6.00 p.m.   

The Canterbury Singers  



Family & Friends 

& an Oxford Summer School 

I have said elsewhere that my recent travels 

were people-seeing rather than sight-seeing. 

My cousin in Glasgow, my family birthday 

party, my great nephew’s wedding at St 

Martin’s in Guernsey (see photo on the left) 

and the lunches and social occasions with  

Guernsey friends which then flowed into many 

similar occasions with my friends associated 

with Christ Church, Lausanne in Switzerland.  

And of course, I preached there on the Sunday during my 10 day visit while reconnecting 

with the various friends whom I first met back in  1998.   

It was wonderful and engaging as was my visit with Fr Jabulani in South Africa in his new 

parish of St Mark at Imbali township. I was able to make contact with  six of my Oratory 

brothers and again enter into the life of the Order and the Church in South Africa.   

Sandwiched amongst my visits with family and friends was my enriching experience at 

the Oxford University Summer School in Theology at glorious Christ Church where I 

stayed in Meadows with my room at the top of 68 stairs!  The glorious tower of the 

College Hall and the Cathedral spire were framed like a picture in my window and upon 

closer inspection I discovered a view that peeped into the Dean’s garden and the quad 

below. It was all quite  special - worshiping each day in the Cathedral and dining in the 

Great Hall overlooked by portraits of great worthies of English history. Indeed, one of my 

regular tutorials was in (who was of course Lewis Carrol, the author of Alice in 

Wonderland).   

Vocation and Christian Ministry with the Rev’d Dr Edmund Newey and Can we still 

believe in the Soul with the Rev’d Professor Keith Ward were my two chosen daily 

Seminars. The morning and afternoon Seminars took up the whole day from 8.30 a.m. to 

4.30 p.m. with breaks for morning and afternoon refreshment and a one hour luncheon 

break, There was little time left for walks around the town and other such explorations. 

There were also other lectures on offer - I attended an excellent presentation by the 

Rev’d Canon Angela Tilby on the Psalms in the Book of Common Prayer and their 

influence on the English people and their “view” of the world.  There was also an 

interesting presentation by a CMS Mission Priest on the on-going dialogue between 

Christians and Muslims and the difficulties experienced by both in that encounter. 

I also participated in early evening walking tours of the “unseen” delights of Oxford that 

tourists just don’t find. These were conducted by the Rev’d Canon Dr Robin Gibbons an 

English Melkite priest who also celebrated one of the morning masses I attended in the 

Shrine of St Frideswide. Interestingly, Canon Gibbons is a devotee of Frideswide and also 

provided a fascinating early morning lecture in the Cathedral explaining something of her 

story and the on-going archaeological investigations regarding her place of burial and the 

fleshing out of the legends that surround this medieval saint and her cult.  

This first attendance at an Oxford Summer School  has whetted my appetite - so I may 

apply again in 2016. Like St George’s College in Jerusalem, the Oxford Summer School is 

an experience that is both spiritually enriching as well as intellectually stimulating. 

Roger OGS 
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 A Report from 

Father Roger 

T h e  P i l g r i m  

Christ Church Cathedral, 

Oxford 

The view from my college 

window in Meadows 

Fr Roger with Angela Fall, 

Lay Minister of Christ 

Church, Lausanne 



The Anglican Parish of  

St James the Great 

435 Inkerman Street, East St Kilda 

The Church of the Blessing  

of Animals 

This Parish  

shares the ideals of the Fellowship of St 

Athanasius, a society of Anglican Priests 

committed to live and uphold “... the 

Catholic Faith as 

 received from the undivided church”  
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Service Times at St James the Great 

Sunday Solemn Mass at 10.30 a.m.  
 

A Service of Healing at 10.00 a.m.  
on the fourth Sunday of each month.  

. 

The Laying on of Hands & Anointing of the Sick       
is always available upon request. 

 

Low Mass: Thursdays at 11.00 a.m. 
Other weekday services as announced in the weekly 

Church Paper 

 

Confession –  by appointment  
 

Exposition – as announced in the weekly Church Paper 

The St James’ Community 

Directory 
 

Intentional Interim Locum Priest:  
Father Richard Murray SCP 

Mobile: 0419 334 645 

Email: rgmurray@bigpond.com 

 
Vicarage phone: (03) 9527 1017 Fax: 9527 9123 

Web: www.stjamesthegreat.org.au 
 
 

  Associates: The Rev'd Fr Don Edgar OAM: 9311 2812 
The Rev’d Fr Dan Octigan: 9589 4157 

 
Vicar’s Warden: Mr Ronald Williams: 9527 2941 

People's Wardens: 
Mr Alfie Duran: 0400 707 508 

Ms Kate McDowell Murphy: 0412 887 865 

 
Business Manager & Treasurer: 

Mr Michael Knopf: 0402 095 360 

 
Organist: 

Mr Mark Raczynski, B. Mus. (Melb) L. Mus. A.  
0479 164 854 

 
Administrative Assistants: 

David Cundy & Heather Franklin 
 

Verger & Hospitalier: 
Gary Bartholomew: 0474 212 420 

 

Sunday School 

Ms Treasure Vellis: 9772 7619 

Parish and Community 

The Little Company  
A dispersed religious community in 
fellowship with the Oratory of the 

Good Shepherd. 
Bishop Visitor: 

 Right Reverend Gerald Beaumont 
Enquiries to Father Roger OGS 

rkelly@ogs.net 

+ 

St Kilda Steiner Kindergarten 
at the St James’ Community 

Sessions Daily, Monday - Friday 
Teachers Ms Davina Rennie  

& Ms Federica Lourdes Ortelli 
Enquiries Phone (03) 9527 5168 

            

T h e  P i l g r i m  


