The Pilgrim
EASTERTIDE APRIL

2016

St James the Great, 435 Inkerman Street, East St Kilda 3183
www.stjamesthegreat.org.au
(03) 9527 1017

In this Issue:
Page 2 A Good Lent
A joyful Easter
Page 3 From the
Interim Vicar’s
Desk
Page 4 Works
continue at
St James’

Pastoral Visit of Bishop Genieve
Sunday May 8, 2016
10.30 a.m. Solemn Mass

+
Preacher:
The Right Rev’d Genieve
Blackwell
Marmingatha Episcopate
A Buffet Lunch follows in
the Harriett Croxford Room

Page 5 Thank you
Fr Roger
Page 6 Parish
Directory

To book for the Lunch ($20.00 - BYO Wine)
Please phone the Vicarage (9527 1017)

Come and welcome Bishop Genieve

Page 2

The Pilgrim

A good Lent and A Joyful Easter
The Stations of the Cross: on Sunday mornings before the
Liturgy was well-supported as a part of our Lenten observances at
St James’s this year.

The Little Company Lenten Meal and Study:

at the

home of Gary Bartholomew used a study produced for Lent 2016 by the
American congregation of the Cowley Fathers. A final Eastertide
gathering is planned for Tuesday May 10 at 6.30 p.m.

The Little Company Quiet Day:
Of late here at St
James’s we have
been speaking of
our being in “a time
of transition” but of
course all our lives
are “times of transition…” from infancy
to adulthood and
adulthood to old age
and death… For
some such truth is
challenging and of
course we are impatient as we anticipate what the future might hold. As
people of Faith we
wait, knowing that
God’s purpose for us
is Love in this life &
the next.

had to be re-scheduled

twice because of the site works here at St James’s. Eventually on
Saturday April 9, seven people participated in a holy day in the church
and the Harriett Croxford Room.

Lenten Veiling:

the veiling of the statues and images in

St James’s continued as usual. Verger Gary Bartholomew, who cares
for the church, has done a good job enabling our faithful Catholic
observance of Lent here at St James’s.

Thank you Father Richard
The Wardens and Parish Council has appreciated our Interim Priest’s
care in enabling the maintenance of the important ministry of our
catholic witness with all the traditions of our beloved St James the
Great. This was especially apparent through Advent and Christmas as
well as our Lenten and Holy Week observance reported above.

A unique Partnership enables good transition
Our former Vicar, Father Roger Kelly OGS, has assisted Father Richard
in “a unique ministry of transition” since his return from leave in
September last year. This ministry continued until the conclusion of
the Liturgy and ceremonies of Easter Day after which Fr Roger quietly
withdrew from our services.
On the Second Sunday of Easter, Father Richard, said in his pastoral
letter, that he particularly wanted to thank Fr Roger for “his wise
advice and for the extra work he did in the preparations for Easter.”
At St James’s we have been blessed by this partnership and ministry of
transition. It is not a usual occurrence as ministries end and new
ministries begin but it says much about the generosity of the ministry
of these two priests and we are grateful.

Page 3

The Pilgrim

From the Interim Vicar: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Eastertide greetings!
My dear people and friends of St James the Great, Things are happening at St James’!
Visit of our Bishop – Sunday May 8
The diocese of Melbourne has changed the way its episcopate (its bishops and their work) is to
operate into the future. Firstly the old diocesan regions have been abolished and the whole diocese is
now divided into more flexible and more functional areas of episcopal responsibility.
The area into which St James’ falls is called the Marmingatha Episcopate and the bishop with
responsibility for us is Bishop Genieve Blackwell who was appointed as a bishop in the diocese after
Bishop Barbara Darling’s retirement last year.
Bishop Genieve is making her first pastoral visit to St James’ on Sunday May 8. She is visiting
parishes in her area of responsibility and we are among the early visits that she is making. She will be
with us for our 10:30 am Mass and will preach at that service. The service will be followed by a
luncheon. Please make a special effort to come along to meet Bishop Genieve and to hear her
preach.
The Changing face of St James the Great Church and site
Elsewhere in this edition of The Pilgrim, you will read reports about the changes which are taking
place in the buildings at St James and in the activities which will be taking place on this historic site.
These changes will allow for the provision of a child-care facility on this site which will add significantly
to the activities conducted on the site. This will continue the tradition of the site being devoted to the
care and education of children from our community.
In the near future, the parish also plans to make the church buildings more practical for the day to day
activities of the church and its worship activities through the provision of welcoming gathering spaces
to support the outreach and accessibility of the church.
As well as these physical changes to our site, we are in the process of shaping the future of the parish
as we address the appointment of a new priest to replace dear Father Roger following his retirement
late last year. This is neither a simple nor a quick process.
The Appointment of a new Parish Priest
Although it may not seem so, the appointment of a vicar is rather different from the process of
appointing a new person to a position in a secular organization or enterprise. While many of the
objectives of the appointment process are the same in both cases, in the appointment of a vicar the
role of the Holy Spirit and the discernment of God’s will for the parish play an important and vital role
which tends not to apply to other appointments.
It is for this reason that the Church through its Episcopate and through its diocesan structures play
their part in the discernment process along with the parish through its appointed
and elected representatives on the Incumbency Committee. The replacement of
a long-serving and well regarded previous incumbent is even more difficult and,
if it is to be successfully and appropriately completed, it will inevitably take time
and a great deal of care and love on the part of all those involved.
Meanwhile, we continue to celebrate the season of Easter until Pentecost on
May 15 and I look forward to seeing you all at church and on other parish events
as they occur. Blessings to all

Richard
Fr Richard Murray SCP

Page 4

The Pilgrim

Works continue at St James’s

The continuing works
at St James’s are
part of the long-term
vision of our former
Vicar, Fr Roger and
our Wardens who,
over some years,
have been laying the
foundations for an
even greater use of
our parish plant as
well as the
development of our
church building. And
all to enable Saint
James’ to be more
of a presence in
Inkerman Street and
and more accessible
to all.

Since October last year when the re-tiling of the church roof took
place, along with the re-wiring and installation of a “safe (and
new) power board” there has been constant works in and around
St James’s.
The clearing of the Parish Office in St James’ House as well as our
catering facilities and equipment along with their temporary storage was a considerable task. Since then, the total space of the
building has been “gutted” to enable the construction of the new
internal rooms for the Child Care Centre.
The western side of the St James’ House building is to be extended and the former large verandah on the eastern side of the
building has been built-in in preparation for the staff and storage
facility that it will provide. Like the ground floor level which will
provide several rooms, the mezzanine floor will also become two
rooms as well as providing an upstairs toilet facility.
Meanwhile the external landscaping works to provide both Vicarage and car-parking access, as well as the legally required play
space for the children has commenced. The Vicarage garage is
now accessed via what will become the new lane way to both the
garage as well as the required parking facilities on the eastern
side of the churchyard beyond the Vicarage and its gardens.
To achieve this the Parish Council agreed to the culling of the two
liquid ambers as well as the Californian red-wood close by the
Garden of the Resurrection. The cedar tree near the lychgate entrance to the Vicarage garden also had to be culled. Many of us
were saddened by this, however it was deemed to be for the
greater good and it is our intention to plant new trees to replace
them.
The necessary work for the establishment of the Little Patch
Child Care Centre will continue until after which it is hoped that
the new centre will be open for business by September / October.

The Pilgrim
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Thank you, Fr Roger
As reported in our Holy Week edition of The Pilgrim, our Wardens
and leadership team decided, that rather than attempting an additional Thanksgiving Liturgy, they would invite Father Roger to be
our special guest at our 2016 Patronal Festival on the 24th of July at
a concelebrated Mass at 5.00 p.m.
Our Patronal Festival has always been a great focus of thanksgiving
for our parish family - so what better time to also say thank you to
God for Father Roger and for his unique 38 year ministry that has
enabled the survival of this unique parish church and its on-going
contribution to Anglican life and witness!

+
The Festival of our Patron
St James the Great
Sunday July 24
5.00 p.m.
Solemn Concelebrated Mass

& Thanksgiving for the
38 year Ministry
of Fr Roger OGS
The Canterbury Singers
& Trio Con Brio
Will provide liturgical music

A Reception will follow
Please phone the Vicarage
to book for the Reception

+

A thirty eight year
ministry is certainly
worthy of the record
books. Fr Roger has
often joked about it
as a “life sentence”
for the priest - and
certainly for the
people.
Nonetheless it has
certainly been a very
real partnership with
many, who like
Father Roger have
worthily served here
in upholding the
catholic tradition of
Liturgy and Service for which we give
thanks to God and all
his holy ones who
have gone before us
here and in the wider
church. Laus Deo!
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Service Times at St James the Great
Sunday Solemn Mass at 10.30 a.m.
A Service of Healing at 10.00 a.m.
on the fourth Sunday of each month.
.

The Laying on of Hands & Anointing of the Sick
is always available upon request.
Low Mass: Thursday at 11.00 a.m.
Saints Days & Holy Days as announced.
Confession - Thursdays following the 11.00 a.m. Mass
& by appointment

Parish and Community

St James’ Community Directory

The Oratory Companions & the
Little Company of Brothers
at St James the Great
Bishop Visitor:
Right Reverend Gerald Beaumont
Enquiries to Father Roger OGS
rkelly@ogs.net

+

+
St Kilda Steiner Kindergarten
at the St James’ Community
Enquiries Phone (03) 9527 5168
The Little Patch Child Care Centre
Opening soon’
Enquiries to Dean & Michelle Clarke
phone 0419 548 477

The Anglican Parish of
St James the Great
435 Inkerman Street, East St Kilda
The Church of the Blessing
of Animals

+
This Parish Community
Shares the ideals of
the Fellowship of St Athanasius,
a society of Anglican Priests committed
to live and uphold
“the Catholic Faith as received from
the undivided church.”

Intentional Interim Priest:
Father Richard Murray SCP
Mobile: 0419 334 645
Email: rgmurray@bigpond.com
Vicarage phone: (03) 9527 1017 Fax: 9527 9123
Web: www.stjamesthegreat.org.au
Associate: The Rev'd Fr Don Edgar OAM: 9311 2812
Vicar’s Warden: Mr Alfonso Duran: 0400 707 508
People's Wardens:
Mr Ronald Williams: 9527 2941
Ms Kate McDowell Murphy: 0412 887 865
Parish Administrator & Business Manager
Mr Michael Knopf: 0402 095 360
Organist:
Mr Mark Raczynski, B. Mus. (Melb) L. Mus. A.
0479 164 854
Parish Administrative Assistants:
Francisco Alfonso & Valerie Coffey
Verger & Hospitalier:
Gary Bartholomew: 0408 542 512
Sunday School
Ms Treasure Vellis: 9772 7619

+

